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,�GLG�QRW�WKLQN�WKDW�ZH�FRXOG�PRYH�VR�IDU�EDFNZDUGV�VR�IDVW��7KH�QHROLEHUDO�UHVWUXFWXULQJ�RI�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�KDV�DIIHFWHG�ZRPHQ�
LQ�VR�PDQ\�SURIRXQGO\�QHJDWLYH�ZD\V��,W�KDV�WDNHQ�VRPH�WLPH�

IRU�ZRPHQ�WR�DEVRUE�MXVW�KRZ�GHHSO\�DQWLWKHWLFDO�LW�LV�WR�WKH�YDOXH�
RI�HJDOLWDULDQLVP��DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�WKH�ULJKWV�WR�HTXDOLW\��VHFXULW\�RI�
WKH�SHUVRQ��DQG�DQ�DGHTXDWH�VWDQGDUG�RI�OLYLQJ�WKDW�&DQDGD�KDV�
HPEUDFHG�E\�UDWLI\LQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DJUHHPHQWV��

,Q� ������ WKH� QHROLEHUDO� HURVLRQ� RI� WKH�
IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�ZRPHQ¶V�HTXDOLW\�±�VWURQJ�VRFLDO�
SURJUDPV�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�WKH�³FDUH�HFRQRP\´�±�LV�
QRZ�SDLUHG�ZLWK�WKH�RYHUW�PLVRJ\Q\�DQG�KRVWLOLW\�
WR�ULJKWV�RI�WKH�+DUSHU�JRYHUQPHQW��

&DQDGLDQ�ZRPHQ�KDYH�GHYHORSHG�VRPH�FRPPRQ�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RYHU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�RI�DFWLYLVP��:H�
ZHUH�QRW�VDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�WKH�WKLQ��IRUPDO�YHUVLRQ�RI�
ZRPHQ¶V�HTXDOLW\��:H�IRXJKW�IRU�WKH�IXOO��VXEVWDQWLYH�
YHUVLRQ��ZLWK�PDWHULDO�FRQGLWLRQV�DW�LWV�FHQWUH��7KLV�
FRPSUHKHQVLYH� YHUVLRQ� RI� HTXDOLW\��ZKLFK� HYHQ�
WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RI�&DQDGD�VD\V� LW�HPEUDFHV��
FRPPLWV�XV�WR�ORRN�DW�ZRPHQ¶V�UHDO�FRQGLWLRQV��DQG�
DVN�ZKHWKHU�ZRPHQ�H[SHULHQFH�HTXDO�RXWFRPHV��

,Q� WKH� ODQJXDJH� RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� KXPDQ�
ULJKWV��WKLV�PHDQV�WKDW�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�ULJKWV�
DUH�DQ�LQWHJUDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�³VXEVWDQFH´�RI�VXEVWDQWLYH�HTXDOLW\��
DQG� LQVHSDUDEOH�IURP�LW��:RPHQ�ZKR�DUH� WKH�PRVW�PDWHULDOO\�
GLVDGYDQWDJHG��PDQ\�RI�ZKRP�DUH�$ERULJLQDO��UDFLDOL]HG��RU�KDYH�
D�GLVDELOLW\��GR�QRW�HQMR\�HTXDOLW\��DQG�WKHLU�VH[XDO�DXWRQRP\��
VHFXULW\��SROLWLFDO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��DQG�OLEHUW\�DUH�DOO�FRQVWUDLQHG�

7KH�IXOO�YHUVLRQ�RI�HTXDOLW\�FDQQRW�EH�GHOLYHUHG�E\�D�VWULSSHG�
GRZQ�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWH��ZKLFK�LV�XQGHUVWRRG�WR�GHOLYHU�IUHHGRP�
E\�LWV�DEVHQFH��,W�UHTXLUHV�DWWHQWLYHQHVV��DFWLRQ��DQG�VSHQGLQJ�
E\�JRYHUQPHQWV�WR�FUHDWH�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�HTXDOLW\�IRU�ZRPHQ��QRW�
ZLWKGUDZDO�IURP�VRFLDO�SROLF\�DQG�GHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�PDUNHW��ZKLFK�
KDV�EHHQ�WKH�SDWWHUQ�RI�UHFHQW�\HDUV��

+RZ�IDU�EDFNZDUGV�ZH�KDYH�PRYHG�EHFDXVH�RI�SURYLQFLDO�DQG�
IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�ZLWKGUDZDO�IURP�VRFLDO�SROLF\�ZDV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�
WR�PH�DJDLQ�UHFHQWO\�ZKHQ�WKH�3RYHUW\�DQG�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&HQWUH�
XQGHUWRRN�D�FDQYDVV�RI�WKRVH�GRLQJ�IURQW�OLQH�ZRUN�ZLWK�ZRPHQ�LQ�
%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD��)URQW�OLQH�ZRUNHUV�GHVFULEHG�D�³YLFLRXV�FLUFOH´�
RI�EDG�SROLFLHV�DQG�DEDQGRQPHQW��D�FLUFOH�WKDW�ZRPHQ�PD\�HQWHU�DW�
DQ\�SRLQW��DQG�IRU�GLIIHUHQW�UHDVRQV��%XW�RQFH�D�ZRPDQ�HQWHUV�WKH�
YLFLRXV�FLUFOH��KRZHYHU�LW�KDSSHQV��WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�RWKHU�KDUPIXO�
HYHQWV�RFFXUULQJ�LV�JUHDWO\�LQFUHDVHG��

7KH�FRQQHFWHG�HYHQWV�GHVFULEHG�E\�IURQW�OLQH�ZRUNHUV�LQFOXGH��
PDOH�YLROHQFH��ODFN�RI�DGHTXDWH�KRXVLQJ��ZHOIDUH�WKDW�LV�LQVXI¿FLHQW�
WR�PHHW�EDVLF�QHHGV��ODFN�RI�DFFHVV�WR�OHJDO�DLG��FKLOG�DSSUHKHQVLRQ��
DQG�GHSUHVVLRQ�DGGLFWLRQ��)RU�PDQ\�ZRPHQ�LQ�%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD��
WKHVH�HYHQWV�DUH�FDXVHG�E\�²�DQG�DUH�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�²�ERWK�VH[�
DQG�UDFH�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��7KH\�DUH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�HVFDSH��HVSHFLDOO\�
ZLWKRXW�VLJQL¿FDQW�VXSSRUWV��

2QH�SDUWLFLSDQW�GHVFULEHG�WKH�YLFLRXV�FLUFOH�IRU�$ERULJLQDO�
ZRPHQ�WKLV�ZD\��VH[XDO�DEXVH�LQ�FKLOGKRRG��DGGLFWLRQV��PDOH�
YLROHQFH��LQDGHTXDWH�ZHOIDUH��ORVV�RI�KRXVLQJ��ORVV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�

$QRWKHU�ZRPDQ�GHVFULEHG�WKH�FLUFOH�WKLV�ZD\��$�ZRPDQ�VHHNV�

WR�OHDYH�D�YLROHQW�UHODWLRQVKLS��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�IHZ�DGHTXDWH�VXSSRUWV��
2IWHQ�D�ZRPDQ�QHHGV�VRFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�VR�WKDW�VKH�FDQ�VXSSRUW�
KHUVHOI�DQG�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�IURP�WKH�YLROHQW�SDUWQHU��
2QFH�VKH�LV�UHFHLYLQJ�VRFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH��LQDGHTXDWH�UDWHV�PHDQ�
WKDW�¿QGLQJ�DQG�PDLQWDLQLQJ�DGHTXDWH�KRXVLQJ�IRU�KHUVHOI�DQG�KHU�
FKLOGUHQ�LV�GLI¿FXOW��LI�QRW�LPSRVVLEOH��

&KLOGUHQ�PD\�EH�DSSUHKHQGHG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYH�ZLWQHVVHG�PDOH�
YLROHQFH��RU�EHFDXVH�OLYLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�
SRRU�HQRXJK�WR�FRQVWLWXWH�³QHJOHFW�́ �2QFH�FKLOGUHQ�
DUH�DSSUHKHQGHG��LW�LV�RIWHQ�KDUG�IRU�ZRPHQ�WR�JHW�
WKHP�EDFN��6KHOWHU�DOORZDQFHV�DUH�FXW�ZKHQ�FKLOGUHQ�
DUH�QRW�SUHVHQW��EXW�D�PRWKHU�KDV�WR�VKRZ�WKDW�VKH�
KDV�DQ�DGHTXDWH�SODFH�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�OLYH�EHIRUH�
WKH�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�EH�UHWXUQHG��/DFN�RI�OHJDO�DLG�WR�
GHDO�ZLWK�VHSDUDWLRQ�PDWWHUV��ODFN�RI�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�
EHIRUH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�WDNHQ�DZD\��LQDGHTXDWH�ZHOIDUH�
HQWLWOHPHQWV��DQG�SRRU�KRXVLQJ�±�DOO�WKHVH�SUREOHPV�
PDNH�LW�GLI¿FXOW�WR�EUHDN�RXW�RI�WKH�YLFLRXV�FLUFOH�

$V�D�IHPLQLVW�DQG�D�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DFWLYLVW��
,�¿QG� LW�XQDFFHSWDEOH� WKDW� LQ�&DQDGD� WKHUH�DUH�
ZRPHQ�WUDSSHG�LQ�FRQGLWLRQV�WKDW�VWDQG�VR�VWDUNO\�
LQ�FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�WR�RXU�GHFODUHG�FRPPLWPHQWV�WR�
HTXDOLW\��:KDW�FUHDWHV�WKH�³YLFLRXV�FLUFOH´�LV�WKH�

DEVHQFH�RI�DGHTXDWH��EDVLF�VRFLDO�SURJUDPV�±�DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ��
FLYLO� OHJDO� DLG�� DQG� LQFRPH� VHFXULW\� ±� WKDW� FDQ� FKDQJH� WKHVH�
FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�SUHYHQW�WKH�KDUPV�

6R�,�ZLOO�QHYHU�³VKXW�WKH�IXFN�XS´�DERXW�WKH�UHDO�LQHTXDOLW\�RI�
ZRPHQ�LQ�&DQDGD��:H�FDQ�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�LW��ZH�NQRZ�KRZ�
WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�LW��0DOH�OHG�JRYHUQPHQWV�DUH�VLPSO\�OHWWLQJ�
XV�GRZQ�

7KLV�LV�D�PRPHQW�ZKHQ�D�QHZ�VROLGDULW\�DPRQJ�ZRPHQ�LV�
GHVSHUDWHO\�QHHGHG��:H�KDYH�EHHQ�VWXQQHG��,�WKLQN��E\�WKH�GHHS�
LQURDGV�LQWR�WKH�VRFLDO�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�RXU�HTXDOLW\�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�
PDGH�E\�WKH�QHROLEHUDO�SURMHFW��:RPHQ¶V�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�KDYH�DOVR�
EHFRPH�VLORHG��VSHFLDOL]HG�±�IRFXVHG�RQ�FKLOG�FDUH��RQ�KRXVLQJ��RQ�
YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ��7KLV�VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�XVHIXO��EXW�
LW�GRHV�VHSDUDWH�XV��DQG�ZH�QHHG�D�UH�IRUJHG�VROLGDULW\�WKDW�UHDFKHV�
DFURVV�JURXSV�DQG�LQWHUHVWV��

,W�LV�D�WLPH�WR�OHW�JR�RI�XQFHUWDLQWLHV«�WLPH�WR�¿JKW�EDFN��

�6KHODJK�'D\�LV�DQ�H[SHUW�RQ�ZRPHQ¶V�KXPDQ�ULJKWV��ZLWK�
PDQ\�\HDUV�RI�H[SHULHQFH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�QRQ�
JRYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��&XUUHQWO\��VKH�LV�D�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�
3RYHUW\� DQG�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&HQWUH��ZKRVH� FHQWUDO� JRDO� LV� WR�
VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�RI�WKH�SRRUHVW�ZRPHQ���

SO FAR BACKWARDS, SO FAST:

Cutbacks leave poorest women trapped in “vicious circle”
Shelagh Day

Never retreat, never explain, never apologize — get the 
thing done and let them howl!
— Nelly McClung, (1873-1951), 

Canadian suffragist, activist and author.

Never retreat
Nelly McClung 
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